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that we are indebted for the legends set
down in The Celtic Twilight, a book he
wrote, as he tells Ashe King in the dedi-
cation to the Early Poems and Stories,
"when we were founding the National
Literary Society." In The Three O'Byrnes
we have the first printed version of the
story of that name in The Celtic Twilight,
one of those old stories about the evil of
buried treasure that we find in Beowulf
and all old folk literature.

Yeats's review in The Journal of Dr.
Todhunter's The Banshee and Other Poems
allows us to see the imaginative value that
Old Irish legend possessed for Yeats in
these years. Writing of the Mythological
Cycle of Old Irish romance, Yeats says:

His legends belong to those mythic and haunted
ages of the Tuatha De Danaan that preceded the
heroic cycle, ages full of mystery, where demons
and gods battle in the twilight. Between us and
them Cuchulain, Conall Carnach, Conary, Fer-
diad and the heroes move as before gloomy arras.
In those mysterious pre-human ages when life
lasted for hundreds of years; when the monstrous
race of the Fomorians, with one foot, and one arm
in the middle of their chests, rushed in their pirate
galleys century after century like clouds upon the
coast; when a race of beautiful beings, whose living